
determined were a slight diminishment of 
depth of the soundstage, slightly reduced 
dynamics and bass was not quite as deep 
and resonant.  The fact that I was running 
the MacBook “off the grid” and using the 
internal soundcard (which is of decent 
quality) indicated that given a good source, 
the analog input on the Cruise was indeed 
of excellent quality.  For those who intend 
to use the Cruise as a portable headphone 
amp this is great news.
   Next up was Radiohead, my benchmark 
band for determining a system’s ability 
to sort out dense, complex rock mixes.  I 
started with the track “Nude” from the al-
bum In Rainbows.  This track was a touch 
more challenging for the Cruise in both 
USB and analog modes.  The top end was 
just a bit strident but the various sound 
elements in the mix were accurately lo-
cated, although not as sonically envelop-
ing as playback on my two channel sys-
tem.  The mid range was excellent, voices 
had an accurate timbre and Tom Yorke’s 
vocal quirkiness was coherent.  There is 
so much happening in Radiohead tunes 
that headphones just can’t do justice to 
the huge 3D soundstage but the overall 
sound was certainly enjoyable.  Switching 
to the analog input represented the biggest 
difference of all the tracks I tested.  The 
soundstage got more muddled and highs 
were edgy but the mid range had similar 
clarity to the USB input.
   TV On The Radio is an exciting new, high 

energy band that is guitar-driven.  Their 
track “Wolf Like Me” is fast and ferocious 
but clean in its presentation and arrange-
ment.  This track actually sounded pretty 
consistent between the USB and analog 
inputs.  Vocals were clear and intelligible, 
even when the guitars were cranking and 
the percussive elements played loudly.
  The Jacques Loussier Trio is one of my 
favourite performers whose modus ope-
randi is to offer classical treats reworked 
into a contemporary, jazzy interpretation.  

“Fugue No. 5 in D Minor” offers Loussi-
er’s trademark piano recorded impeccably, 
with a wonderful stand-up bass solo and 
tasteful percussion.  Using the USB con-
nection, the piano sounded full-bodied 
with a natural timbre to die for.  I could 
actually hear the resonance of the wood of 
the stand-up bass and the percussion was 
delicate, yet the leading transients were 
realistic.  Given that the piano is the most 
dif� cult instrument to record and playback 
accurately, it came as no surprise that the 
biggest difference between the USB and 
analog connections was in the way the 
piano notes sounded.  The piano perfor-
mance was � atter and less palpable via the 
analog input, with decay and sustain di-
minished, compared to the USB playback. 
   Last up was a track from The Beatles 
Love album, “Within You Without You” - 
an excellent remix of the Beatles classic 
that provides a contemporary slant on an 
older recording.   The incredible dynamics 

and transparency of this remastered track 
shined through via the USB cable.  The 
tom tom drums had a rounded and analog 
sound that was incredibly life-like.  The 
swirling sound effects at the end of the 
tune exhibited inner details that I actually 
didn’t pick up on when listening to the 
track on my two channel system.  Switch-
ing to the analog input the sound became 
slightly “tinny” with not as much depth to 
the presentation.  However bass and mid 
range performance were on par with the 
digital input.
   The ADL Cruise portable headphone 
ampli� er is a perfect little upgrade for 
music lovers who would like to enjoy 
much higher quality sound from their 
headphones, whether at home or on the 
go.  Given its $520 price, it offers perfor-
mance, value and ergonomics that place it 
comfortably above the competition. 
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Furutech Destat II

There are numerous factors that may im-
pede the optimum performance of various 
components in an audio and video system.  
Some are well known, while some not so 
clear cut.  As avid audio video enthusiasts, 
many of us strive to seek and destroy any 
deleterious anomalies associated with our 
set up and there are literally hundreds of 

“tweaks” or remedies available to assist us, 

whatever the issue may be.
   There is a particular issue that does not 
come up regularly in conversation and 
that is static charge and the manner in 
which accumulated static charge affects 
equipment, cabling and even the media 
we play on our systems.  In this review 
I’ll be taking a look at the Furutech Destat 
II ($495), a device designed to remove 

static and dust from analog and digital 
components and media.  The Destat II is 
an updated version of the original Destat 
device and features an improved ion � ow 
generator which uses more emitters than 
in the previous version.
   The timeliness of this review is interest-
ing as I had been dealing with static re-
lated issues in my AV system just prior to 
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receiving the Destat II.  For some inexpli-
cable reason, the fuses in my ModWright 
Instruments LS36.5 preamp kept failing 
over the last few months. Upon analyz-
ing the events that led to the issue, I de-
termined that I never bothered to ground 
myself prior to manually switching the 
preamp on and off.  The Persian rug in my 
AV room turned out to be the culprit, as 
walking across it built up a serious static 
charge in my body and the carpet.  Our 
bodies can accumulate and discharge a 
static charge as high as several thousand 
volts and this can potentially damage 
gear and affect cables and even the round 
shiny discs we play.  I inspected my sys-
tem to determine if any parts of it were 
making physical contact with the rug and 
sure enough found a few points of contact.  
The power cord and the HDMI cable run-
ning from my projector to the AV receiver, 
were both underneath the carpet.  Relocat-
ing the two cables so that they no longer 
made contact with the carpet resulted in 
a revelatory experience.   Both the audio 
and video aspects of my system’s perfor-
mance witnessed improvements.  The AV 
receiver’s FM and multi channel audio 
performance became exceedingly trans-
parent and bene� tted from added dimen-
sionality and dynamics.  The two channel 
performance of the system was surpris-
ingly improved as well, proving that nega-
tive aspects in one part of the system can 
pollute the entire chain.  Even the video 
performance of my setup improved, of-
fering deeper blacks and adding a three 
dimensional quality to the image.  I was 
now convinced that static charge was a 
critical area that needed to be addressed 
within my system. 
   Along came the Furutech Destat II to the 
rescue and not a moment too soon.  The 
Destat II is a small handheld device, de-
signed to eliminate static charge in equip-
ment, cables, LPs and any music and video 
discs.  Powered by a rechargeable lithium 
ion battery, its powerful fan removes any 
dust while a perfect blend of negative and 
positive ions emitted from its ion � ow 
generator eliminate static.  And don’t 
think that this is snake oil.  It may not be 
a well-known fact, but in the manufactur-
ing industry, balanced fan-blown emis-
sions of negative/positive ions on plastics, 
paper and textiles are routinely utilized 
in manufacturing to reestablish an equal 

balance of positive/negative 
ions, thereby eliminating 
electrical charges in these 
materials.
   So how did it work for me?  
To run a treatment, you � rst 
need to select the 10 or 20 
second cycle with a switch 
and then hit the ‘go’ button.  
Placing any optical disc on 
the Destat II and treating 
both sides with the 20 second 
cycle resulted in a noticeable 
improvement in audio and 
video playback.  During the 
treatment, I could actually 
see the disc becoming more 
re� ective with the rainbows 
on the disc becoming deeper 
in hue and intensity as the 
cycle ran its course and mi-
cro dust was repelled.  Treat-
ing my Esoteric X-05 CD/
SACD player’s polycarbon-
ate tray also further improved 
playback performance.  The 
resulting sound was more 
analog in its nature, offer-
ing a dead-silent background 
and increased dimensional-
ity.  Overall, the sound was 
more relaxed and effortless.  
Leading edge transients and 
micro dynamics were more 
readily apparent.  Rock and 
alternative music, especially 
dense mixes like Radiohead’s Kid A album, 
bene� ted from a “sorting” of the arrange-
ments, with sonic details placed in precise 
spots in the soundstage.  I noticed an even 
further improvement when listening to 
classical discs. The non-ampli� ed, acous-
tic instruments had a de� ned space in the 
soundstage, never wavering, even during 
huge crescendos.  Blu-ray video playback 
was also clearly enhanced, producing a 
smoother image and a more de� ned rendi-
tion of colours and hues.  Inner details and 
spatial cues in movie soundtracks were 
natural sounding and more precise.
   So there is no question that treating opti-
cal discs with the Destat II had positive 
effects on their playback in my system.  
The effect on the components and cables 
was more subtle but also de� nitely further 
re� ned the sound of my gear.
   The Furutech Destat II is one of the most 

effective system “tweaks” that I have 
ever experienced.  Treating discs prior to 
playback and enjoying the bene� ts have 
become a part of the routine for me.  I’ve 
also started treating my gear and cabling 
on a periodic basis.  The Furutech Destat 
II gets my seal of approval – highly rec-
ommended!
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